Meeting Notes & News 2021/22
Tuesday 19 October, 2021

Report
from
President Phil
Many thanks to President Elect Patrick for organising the social event at the Riverton Bar and Grill
October 5.
Next week’s October 26 meeting will be chaired by
President elect Patrick, as I will be attending the
Thornlie High School Graduation. Each year the
President of the club is invited to attend.
Past President Tony Italiano’s mother passed away
and a condolence card has been sent on behalf of the
club.
From this meeting onwards the club newsletter will be
published by Susan Howlett. Thanks for taking on this
role Susan.
I’ve handed out some badges and leaflets from Blue Guardians from Fleur Massey.

Club Service
from
Patrick Bartlett

INFORMATION
The Board meeting, scheduled for next week, has been postponed.
• There will be RYPEN student presentations
• John Stockbridge will discuss Rotary International Initiatives
• Ric McDonald will give an update on progress with re-districting.
Invitation
The official opening of our new factory and the production of our 50,000th wheelchair.
Please join The Premier of Western Australia, and partners
at a ceremony accompanied by morning tea and followed by a factory tour. Date: Wednesday 27th
October 2021 at 8.45 am to 10.00 am
Address:10 Buckingham Drive, Wangara WA
RSVP please by 20th October to opening@wheelchairsforkids.org

CLUB NIGHT DUTIES
Tuesday 26 October 2021

On Sunday 17 October,
B&B Team 2’s takings
totalled
$ 1 961.

BRING & BUY DUTIES
Sunday 24 October 2021

Patrick Bartlett [Leader]
John Rechichi
Rob Pannell
Stephen Anthony
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This Week’s Meeting Highlights
This week we celebrated Mental Health Week with our annual Hat
Day.
Funds raised from the evening’s fines – and a club donation – go to
support Australian Rotary Health (ARH)’s ‘Lift the Lid’ on Mental
Illness fundraising campaign for mental health research.
The campaign – which invites
you to hold an event, wear your
most eye-catching hat and raise
funds for mental health research
– was founded by ARH Vice Chairman Greg Ross in 2016, in
partnership with Rotary Clubs of Victoria. It was such a success that
it has now been extended to all Rotary Clubs across Australia.

Figure 1. Not my dog/ not my hat

An amazing assortment of hats was on display at our Tuesday night
gathering with those who ‘forgot’ to come along suitably crowned
subject to a hefty fine. Other fines deftly exacted by Fines Mistress,
Sandy C., went to pretty much everyone! Murray eventually saved us
by buying the box to fine himself for becoming an expectant
grandparent and completing his Graduate Diploma.

The prize for Best Hat went to Craig, who received a bottle of wine for his Mad Hatter number.
The Newsletter Puzzle from October 5, with no ‘e’ in the sentence, was solved by Lloyd and Andy, and the
October 12 puzzle, where the word ‘the’ was repeated, was also won by Lloyd and Andy.
Know your WA was won by Sindy, who correctly identified the junction of Tonkin Highway and Roe
Highway.
And in Today’s Trivia, we learned that QI is Australia’s tallest building.
In Chase the Joker news, our jackpot stands at $43 following Guenter’s drawing of the Three of Spades.
Zaneta was the lucky winner of Heads and Tails.
Our Guest Speaker this week was our own President Phil, on behalf of ROMAC.
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Guest Speaker
Club President, Phil Cordery – in his role as Rotary Districts of Oceania, Western Region Chair for ROMAC –
spoke to us about the work done by Rotary Oceania Medical Aid for Children:

Established 33 years ago, ROMAC is a project of Rotary clubs in Australia and New Zealand with the
mission:
To provide surgical treatment for children in Australia and New Zealand from developing countries from our
Pacific region (such as Fiji, Timor Leste, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Tonga) in the form of life giving and/or
dignity restoring surgery not accessible to them in their home country.
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

All surgery is undertaken in Australia or New Zealand.
Rotarians volunteer their time and expertise to run this project.
Many eminent Australian and New Zealand surgeons generously donate their time for the treatment
of patients.
This humanitarian program has provided life-giving surgery to over 500 children from more than 20
developing countries with medical treatment that was simply not available to them in their own
country.
Patients are generally identified by visiting medical practitioners, travelling Rotarians, the web or
word of mouth.
Not only the patient but their whole family, whose lives have been inhibited by the condition of the
patient, benefit.
International border closures have delayed many patients from receiving needed surgery.
This work is expensive and cannot be done without the support of Rotary Clubs. $750 000 Australiawide is required to support the treatment of between 40-50 children per year.

The Western Region of ROMAC encompasses all of WA (There are four other Australian regions and one for
New Zealand). It normally receives about 2-3 patients to WA per year, mainly over Summer. Some patients
come for 2-5 weeks, though others may need to be here for up to 6 months. The average cost per patient is
about $35 000. This covers the operation, hospitalisation, and the transport and accommodation for the
patient and carer (normally a parent).
Most of the surgeons give freely of their time and ROMAC has secured arrangements with some hospitals,
State Governments and Foundations, which accounts for about half the cost, but ROMAC still needs to find
the rest. ROMAC does not receive any Government funding. It relies entirely on the generosity of individual
and corporate sponsors, the support of Rotary Clubs, and very prudent management of funds.

HOW CAN YOU HELP as a club or as an individual?
©
©
©
©
©

Become sponsors and donate
Organise and conduct a fundraiser
Assist with hosting, accommodation, local travel, etc.
Become a Friend of ROMAC ($100)
Join the ROMAC Committee & become involved.
https://www.romac.org.au/
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Upcoming Events
October 26

We welcome our sponsored RYPEN students.

November 2

No meeting at the Golf Club.
Instead, we have a visit to Minuteman Press in Canning Vale.

November 9

We’re joined by Jade Lewis, renown public speaker and author.

November 16

‘Hard Quiz’ with three other clubs (details TBA).

Answer to ‘Can you find Woodstock?’

Can you list the next two numbers in this sequence?
1, 11, 21, 1211, 111221, ____ ,____

[Hint: It isn’t a maths puzzle.]
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