Notes from the Meeting June 23, 2020

Stephen Anthony opened the meeting with the Rotary Charge

Julie Ninnis, Rob Pannell, Andy Hopper, Anita Diep, Naomi Green
Marilyn Gregory Stephen Anthony, John, and Faye Stockbridge
Robert Da Prato, Dom Manno, Grant Buxton, John Rechichi
Lloyd Dungey, Ted Evans, Gordon Smith, Patrick Bartlett
Zaneta Onasz Phil Cordery
Guest Speaker Bob Coventry
In the absence of President Ric
President Elect Julie welcomed Faye Stockbridge to the meeting
And then called on Host John Stockbridge to introduced Bob Coventry
Announced that Carlton D’Souza and Neville D’Vauz
had resigned

June 30th
Club Changeover
At the Gosnells Golf Club
6.30pm for 7.00pm start
Partners night
Copy of email sent to all members Wednesday morning
Good Morning everyone,
This is a reminder that Change Over is next Tuesday, 30th June
and as usual when we have partner meetings, it is 6:30 for 7pm start.
Having spoken to Regina, she has requested that they have the numbers by the weekend,
as it is likely to be more than our usual 20 people attending.
So, if you are bringing a guest, please register the guest on the website
also, ensure that you put in an apology, please by this Friday
so that I can give the golf club an estimate of the numbers for Tuesday.
We are also advising that Carlton and Neville have resigned
from the club due to work and personal commitments.
Thank you and if you have a problem with registering guests or apologies on the website,
please email me and I will sort it out for you.
Enjoy the rest of your week.
Julie

Apologies for this week
15 mostly leave of absence or work related
Duties for next week

Stephen Anthony and Ted Evans

Robert Da Prato and Grant Buxton

John Rechichi

Board of 20/21
President Julie Ninnis
President Elect Phil Cordery
Treasurer Naomi Green
Secretary Teresa Tay
Community Michelle Kerr
[Andy Hopper to look after until Michelle’s’ return]
International Andy Hopper
Vocational Sandra Bariolio
Youth Vacant at present

John Stockbridge in his role as Membership Director 9465
attended and presented at a ZOOM District Meeting last Sunday morning.
At least 108 attendees were online.
The meeting Introduced 2020-2021 District Governor, Colin Burns.
Some Information on possible guest speakers to be sent to Clubs.
We also received updates on insurance, child protection, etc.

The 2020-2021 Conference will be joint, (with both WA Districts combining)
and will be held at Optus Stadium, March 5th to March 7
celebrating 100 years of Rotary in Australia and New Zealand.
Cheers . . . John.

THE Bring and Buy committee met briefly
The markets will reopen July 12
With several resignations
and Clive and Guenter being relieved of duties
A new roster will be organised and submitted to club members

Raffle won by Dom Manno
Some of the fines
Robert Da Prato
hospitality at the farm
Robert Pannell still no one to talk to en-route to Rotary
Gordon hiding behind counter in his shop
Stephen talking dribble [apparently]
Julie 5th Rotary anniversary
Anita welcome back

Andy looking after community temporary to get black Cockatoo funds
Ted
problems with the council
Phil alleged Docker supporter
Naomi no holidays with club funds

Bob Coventry

•

Sandakan Death Marches WW11

• Bob was born and educated in Adelaide SA.
He joined the Army at age 15 as an Apprentice studying Electronic Engineering,
•

then served for 20 years in various postings around Aust and overseas
• (including deployment to Vietnam 1971 – 1972)
• , tasked with planning, installing & maintaining Army Communications systems, and
equipment.
• He Discharged from the Regular Army in 1987, with Rank of Warrant Officer 1
• and moved to Cairns working in the civil telecommunications industry.
• He joined the Army Reserve, was Commissioned to Captain, later promoted to Major
• and Commanded the Cairns based Company of 51 Battalion, FNQR.
• His unit was responsible for Reconnaissance & Surveillance across an area of Cape York
Peninsula,
• the approx. size of Tasmania.
• Bob moved to Darwin in Nov 1996.
• Still working in the civil communications sector and Training Army Reserve Officers
• as part of the Royal Military College (Duntroon). In 1999,

•

he worked with the Chief of Army’s Senior staff, to plan for the Australian Military assistance
to East Timor,
• then returned to Darwin to guide each unit Commander through the plan,
• using a purpose-built Battle Simulation system.
• Just after arriving in Darwin, Bob was invited to join the Rotary Club of Darwin,
• which he later discovered was a huge honor, as even the Administrator (Premier)
• was on a waiting list and never actually made it!
• In 2000 he moved to Perth and worked for British Aerospace as the Assistant Project
Manager,

•

• on a new Communications system for WA Police –
the first in the world using automated call-tracing & vehicle tracking,

•

with Police vehicles being “on-line” and able to access info from several databases.
• Following this project, Bob re-enlisted for a short-term, Full-time Army position,
• initially as the Operations Officer at 16 Bn. During this time, he raised, trained and eventually
• Commanded the WA based Reserve unit for short-notice call-out to respond to emergency
situations.
• In 2005, working with a couple of ex-Army mates,
• Bob providing Defensive Driving training to workers in the resources sector
• (mainly Oil & Gas) plus OH & S Train the Trainer training.
• This involved travelling extensively to most countries in North Africa, the Middle East, and
Far East Asia.
• In 2007 Bob and his wife moved to Qatar full-time to provide this training to
• Shell Management staff and their contractors for the establishment of the Shell Gas
• to liquid fuel project
• . He established an office, recruited 9 FT staff, plus coordinating travel, accom and visa’s
• for subject-matter expert staff transiting to the country as required.
• Also travelled extensively through the Arabic Middle East countries and states,

•
•

plus enjoyed several holiday trips across most of Europe and the UK.

Bob retired from full-time work in June 2011 and moved back into to East Fremantle,
• re-joined the Fremantle Rotary Club,
• then spent the rest of the year caravanning around Aust.
• He now works 7 days a week at Retirement,
• but is involved with the following Clubs/organizations:
o Royal Australian Signals Association – WA:
▪ Secretary & Treasurer: 2017-19
o Fremantle Rotary Club:
▪ Director Community Service: 2012 – 13
▪ President: 2013 – 14 & 14-15,
▪ Director Vocational Service: 2018-19

▪ Director Club Service: 2019 - 20
o Men’s Sheds of Western Australia
▪ Veterans Project Officer for WA: 2019
o Bicton Men’s Shed:
▪ Chairman: 2012 – 14
▪ Safety Coordinator: 2014-19
o Army Museum WA:
▪ Foundation Board member: 2012 - 13
▪ Volunteer Gallery Guide: 2012 - 2019
o Australian Army Apprentices Association
▪ Board Member and WA State coordinator

Excerpts from Bob’s presentation

It must have seemed that nothing could get worse for the PoWs

who were prisoners of the Japanese on Borneo.
In 1942 about 3,500 men, British and Australian,
had been brought to Sandakan camp
to build an airfield for the Japanese.
At the beginning of 1945 2,434 men survived,
the death rate having increased dramatically at the end of 1944
when the meagre food allowance was cut again.
As the area started to suffer from Allied bombing raids,
the Japanese decided to march the PoWs 164 miles into the jungle interior to Ranau.
It was a decision at first welcomed by the PoWs
who had suffered fatalities from the bombing themselves.
They could not have been more wrong.
None of the approximately 800 British PoWs would survive the ordeal
of the march and accompanying massacres and atrocities.
And only six Australians were alive at the end of the war.
Only six survivors of the more than 2,270 prisoners of war
who were alive at the infamous Sandakan labour camp at the beginning of 1945
. Botterill, Braithwaite, Campbell, Moxham, Short, Sticpewich

On 28 January 1945, the first of 455 PoWs, in nine groups,
set off from Sandakan to march to Ranau
on the 164-mile trek through the jungle and swamps.

The emaciated prisoners, in ragged clothes,
many with bare feet and the remainder in disintegrating boots,
suffering from malnutrition, disease, and tropical sores
, started out on the first of three marches that
became known as the Death Marches.
[from Website]

The second series of Sandakan marches was organised much the same way as the first.
“The marches now took 28 days and for that time the POWs were not provided any food.
Prisoners grabbed at bamboo or banana shoots or whatever we could see as we marched
along.”
“180 prisoners reached Ranau and we were greeted by four Australian and two British
prisoners
who had survived the first batch of death marches?”
Ranau had no huts or shelter and conditions were appalling with no food,
no medical supplies or clothing.
The prisoners slept out in the open in torrential rain

In 1991, Ted McLaughlin, an ex-POW of the Japanese
and a resident of Boyup Brook, Western Australia,
erected a memorial there to three of his friends who had died at Sandakan
and to all those who had perished in that place.
To Ted’s surprise, over 200 people turned up, many from hundreds of kilometres away,
for the dedication of the memorial.
In September 1993, over 300 came to Boyup Brook for a Sandakan memorial service,
a situation which led to the erection and dedication of an even larger memorial on 14
September 1994.
This memorial contained the names of all those Western Australian soldiers who had died at
Sandakan.

.

Host John Thanking Bob

Bob with his club cap

